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THE SEASONOF LENT

We are in the church season of
Lent. Lent begins every year on
Ash Wednesday and is 40 days in
length. The Sundays in Lent are not
counted in the 40 days. The 40
days come from the fact that Jesus
fasted and was tempted by Satan
for 40 days. Moses was on the
mountain for 40 days. This year
Lent began on February 17. Lent is
a penitential time when the church
reflects on the sufferings of Christ
and His death on the cross and the
forgiveness He offers to you and
me in His shed blood. Lent means
spring.

Details on the origin of Lent are
sketchy. It is believed that Lent
began in the Christian church
around the 3 or 4" century A.D.
There is some evidence that Lent
may have started earlier than that
with a varied time frame for fasting.
Fasting was practiced from sunup
to sundown, over the 40 days, not
40 days giving up eating.

Ash Wednesday is the custom
of daubing the forehead of wor-
shippers on that day with ashes
from the
palm branches. The daubing of
ashes on the forehead was a re-
minder of penitence and human
mortality on the first day of Lent.

As you may notice the dates for
Ash Wednesday, Lenten season
and Easter change from year to

year. The Council of Nicaea in
325 A.D. decreed when the date
for Easter would be determined.
This is the formula: Easter is al-
ways the Sunday after the full
moon that occurs on or after the
spring equinox on March 21. The
full moon may occur on any date
between March 21 and April 18. If
the full moon falls on a Sunday,
Easter is the following Sunday.
Therefore, Easter cannot come
any earlier than March 22 or no
later than April 25. Easter this
year is April 4. Look on your
2010 calendar the full moon must
occur between March 28 and
April 3.

In the early centuries of Chris-
tianity candidates for membership
in the church were prepared dur-
ing Lent to be baptized on Easter
Sunday and received into mem-
bership in the church. One of the
reasons a candidate had to wait
until Easter to be baptized was in
those days spies were sent in to
find out if thes
Way 6 wer e

government. So the candidates

were on probation to watch their

character and test their sincerity

in being a follower of Jesus.
Maundy Thursday commemo-

rated the instit

Supper. It is also known by other

parti ci
pr evi ou snalactivity especially against the

names Holy Thursday and the
Day of Foot Washing. Maundy is
derived from the Latin, denoting
the custom of taking food to the
poor in baskets called maunds,
literally hand baskets.

Good Friday was a day of
deep mourning. At first the early
believers recognized Good
Friday every week. The Council
of Nicaea decision led to Good
Friday being commemorated
once a year.

So as you journey through
these 40 days, surprise your
friends or, ceworkers with a
little Trivia about the season of
Lent. And remember give ‘em

heaven.

Blessings on your Lenten journe
to the cross and empty tomb,
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4@ D@yg of Spiritual Growth

During Lenten Season

Topics include:
March 3 Fruit bearers
March 7 putting money in its Place
March 10 Dressed for Battle
March 14 Love Your Neighbor
March 17 Living Sacrifices
March 2% Discipline Trains
March 24 Things above

Suggestions for 40 days of Spiritual Growth are:

. Fast once a week

« Read the entire Old or New Testament over
the 40 days

« Spend time in prayer

. Start family devotions

« Memorize Bible verses

. Go without a meal and spend time in prayer

or reading the bible
« Give something substantial up for Lent that

helps you focus on Christ,

. Start an inRhome bible study
« Help someone daily or weekly who is unable

to help themselves,
« Volunteer to visit shutins or those in the hos-

pital from the congregation
. Start an interest group

« Help with youth group, .
« Volunteer to drive someone to a hospital,

doctor, medical treatment or store

This means dong something outside of the normal
Sunday morning worship and bible study activities
that would be new for you as a way to start a new

spiritual discipline.

The goal is to focus on Christ so that you grow
closer to Him.

THE SHAMROCEHK symbol of the
Trinity, because its three
leaflets grow from one stem,
demonstrating that the three
persons of the Trinity are a

unity.

Passover Seder Meal

. &% OrderYour x@Y
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Spring Flowers

The Worship Team is selling
an array of Spring flowers that
will be used to decorate the
sanctuary. Among the flowers that you may purchase
are lilies, azaleas, mums, and hyacint8ee Andy
Richer for an order form.Orders and payment are

due by Sunday March 2¥.ou may turn your orders
into anyone on the worship teamlynn k, David K,

Andy R. Judy R, Bonnie M.

Thursday, April 1
Maundy Thursday
6:30 PM

Seder

Meal
This year we will be celebrating Maundy Thursday with
a traditional Passover Seder meal, similar to the one

that Jesus celebrated with his disciples the evening be-
fore His Crucifixion.

We will sample the foods that are eaten at a traditional
Seder meal . This meal is continues to be celebrated
yearly by the Jewish community. We will learn about
the meaning of the foods not only as they relate to the
Israelites Exodus from Egypt ,but also how each food

has meaning and points to the coming of Christ.

You are encouraged to bring the whole family and
your friends to this meal.

Hope Team leaders are

Chris Schwed
Dave Kanengeiser
Bob Mihalak

Kate Cardaman

Discipleship Team
Worship Team
Business Team
Education Team

Questions, concerns, comments can be
directed to them.

"Spring is when you feel like whistling even with a shoe full of slisfDbug Larson
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SERMOSCHEDULE

March 7

"Does God Love You?"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Does God love you? It's easy tg
think so, when times are good.
But what about when problems
pile up, difficulties descend, ang
miseries multiply?

(Luke 13:45)

March 14

"The Sinner's Friend"

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Throughout His earthly ministry
Jesus proved Himself the Frien
of sinners. He reached out to
those who needed Him most.

(Luke 15:12)

March 21

"A Big Loser"

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Coming soon!

(Philippians 3:8)

March 28
IITBAII

j

Spring Fling!

Please join us for a morning filled with Bible
stories, crafts, music, games, and a snack.
Spending time with friends while learning
about Jesus is sure to excite all for

spring!

March 13
9 AMA 11:30 AM

= The fun will take place oMarch 1% from
9:00am to 11:30anT he cost is $5.00 per
child and is open to children age=3yrs.

Registration ends March 15th.

REGISTRATIONFORMSFOR YOURCHILD AREAVAILABLEON THE
BULETINBOARD.

The Volunteer Sigitup Sheet is up on the Board. Please
sign up! We need your talents!

World Day of Prayer

Hosted by

= |

)

Hope Lutheran Church|
Friday, March 5

10: 30 AM

Join the community at the Ecumenicai
prayer service written by the woman e

Cameroon, South Africal

WDP 2010: Cameroon
Let Everything That Has Breath Praise

Please come and invite someone you God

know for this special event!

A reception with a light luncheon will be provided following the
prayer service.

Call 330.562.6281 for further information.

"No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn:" Hal Borland



http://www.worlddayofprayer.net/wdp10.html
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Serving This Month

WORSHIP
ASSISTANT READER USHERS GREETERS

JudyRediger Melissa Bell D. Coleman, G. Tomasell|C & M Bell

MARCH14 |Bob Mihalik Bonnie Mann |D. Rediger, A. Foster Dunbars

MARcH?21 (Chris Schwed D. Coleman B. Mihalak, R. Mattmuller| Boles

MARCH28 | David Rediger S. Kressierer |D. Bell, C. Bell Kressierers

Please find a substitute if you are unable to perform your duties. Thank you.

What's big and purple and lies next to Ireland?

Womanos B wilbehei@gonth®t udy
1 & 39 Mondays of each month at 7 PM

d Thank_p, youl —

M aythe Strength Of GOd pu%nklg’&’to Becky Bell for organizing Pretzel

Sunday! It was a hit, the children loved participat-
may the wis@@d‘lstruct

« Grape Britain!

What's Irish and stays out all night?
o Patty O'furniture!

ing in this special Lenten occasion!

)

Thanks to Lynn Kanengeiser for organizing some
great youth events! Ice skating and more recently,

may the hand of God protgciheganing! How exciting!

Thank you to all who put fresh flowers on the al-
tar every week.

may tWord of God direc

Please book Master calendar

appointments with Dawn!
. r She can be reached at 330
Bealways ours this day anc 995 - 4807 OR
dgree69@yahoo.com . You
" : “O’j “"7 can check the calendar and
~St. Patrick © - ’@ Nkl 2 Nl 2 mark it if the day and time are free, but

please let Dawn know about it. Thank you.

“If we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant.” ~ Anne Bradstreet



mailto:dgree69@yahoo.com
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David R. Bowers. Exccutive Director
OHIO DIS TRICT LUTHERAN CHURCH EXTENSION FUND

Chio- District @451 COLUMBIA RD BOX 33277 OLMSTED FALLS OHIO 44138
CHURCH EXTENSION ' 1-800-9012297 4302352297 FAXA40-Z351970
Dear Investor,

The year 2009 was an extraordinary cne for the Ohio District Church Extension Fund. Overcoming the

- same difficulties you experienced in the economy and in the investment markets we were able to
achieve success and post a significant surplus. Some of the surpius has been earmarked to bolster
mission objectives in West Virginia and ather areas of Ohia District mmitiries. The remaincer has been
placed in our Endowment Fund Account whiere it will be used for congregational grant making. We
thank you for yeur support and your encouragement.

During the flrst half of 2010, we will be making some important changes to serve you better and more
efficiently. The DDLCEF has conducted its banking with National Gity 8ank of Cleveland. As PNC Bankin
Pittsburgh increases its combination of services with National City Bank during their merger, they are
making more of their on-iine orograms avallable to customers ke us. We feel It appropriate to take
advantage of these services. You may find you’re accustomed to many of the changes we are
intorporatng into our oaerations. Services such as electronle funds transfers, direct deposit of interest
checks, on line statements, account balances and sutomated loan repayments.

Some of the changes may be new to you and as they becorme available we will provide you the
necessary information about them. We will have the enhancements in place by June 30, 2010. These
changes will enable you to access your accounts in a faster, more efficient and comfortable way and at
your convenlence.

During February, we will begin the process of moving to an electronic banking procsss with direct “on-
line” capabliities. You will receive a new Investar Infarnration Form for the first tinte. Completdng this
form wil help us establish the electronic controls necessary to ensure your account access and total
privacy. We are taking these steps so your aecount information is readily available to you any time of
day or night. The changes we are making will reduce the ime you may spend looking for information on
your certificate or savings account, make your account balances availablz immediazely, provice
quarterly account statements on line, glve ycu access to new products or savings, and allow you to
make limited changes to your account information.

We will be asking you to provide u¢ with soma information not currently in our system and give vou an
oppurtunity to establish 3 Pin Number that will give you direct acoess to your spedfic acoounts and Lo
navigate the system forinformation on products and services.

Just as we've dane in the past, we will be available to answer any questions you might have by calling us
at 80N-901-2297 and selecting either extension 22 or 21

/t% =, - ﬁw"

Never iron a fourleaf clover, because you don't want to press your lueuthor Unknown







